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Who is Generation Z?

(iGen)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

born between 1995-2012 later

https://gesvin.wordpress.com/2015/01/30/generacion-z-conocerlos-mejor-puede-ayudar-a-planificar-acciones-educativas-mas-eficaces/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/




• Who is the first generation not to know a 

world without internet or cell phones.

• Who is less likely to take part in every 

single face-to-face social activity 

measured across four data sets of  three 

different age groups

Seniors

• 2 ¼ hours per day texting

• 2 hrs. internet

• 1.5 hrs. electronic gaming

• .5 hrs. on video chat …

• Receive 3,000 text messages per month

• 2015 spent 2x time online as 2006.



… a generation loaded with talent

• Who loves storytelling

• Who thinks globally

• Who Knows Collaboration and 

group learning

• Who Values Personal and 

Emotional Safety

• Who are forward looking and 

practical

• Who is beautifully accepting of  

individual differences

Generation Z



Generation Z’s Attention Span 

is 8 Seconds – Less than a 

Goldfish
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Thanks for being here . . . 

Because you could have 

been watching cat videos 

instead.

Just give me 8 more 

seconds . . . ☺
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Let’s Think About How Visual Our Virtual World Is:

60% of  GenZ Identifies 

YouTube as their Preferred 

Way to Learn

…and not e-mail, and not a phone 

conversation, unless you want to Facetime.



“I’ll go in and look at 
stuff, but I won’t read 
any signage.”



Nearly 60% see YouTube as the Preferred 

Way to Learn

Generation Z Watches 2x as Many Videos on 

Mobile Phones as any other Demographic
Vision Critical and Training Generation Z, Forbes

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Is this, in 

and of  itself, 

bad?

http://www.createdebate.com/debate/show/Is_this_generation_in_a_lot_of_trouble
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/




This is a highly visual 

generation and therefore 

loaded with NONVERBAL and 

VISUAL TALENT.

…so let’s take some time to understand what that means.



80% of  Elementary 

Curriculum is 

Language-based
--Michael Thompson, Ph.D. in It’s a Boy

“Students who show a relative strength on the 

Nonverbal Battery can be either very good at 

reasoning with spatial stimuli or particularly 

adept at solving novel problems that are unlike 

those encountered at school.”
--CogAT Score Interpretation Guide



So . . .

Maybe there is a disconnect 

here?



What if  Mozart …

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

were born in Mongolia?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Wolfgang-amadeus-mozart_1.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/




Allow me to introduce you to the 

most hated building in Boston …



Brutalist Architecture

• History

• Social and Cultural

• Language Etymology

• Engineering and 

Design

• Environment

• Politics

• Chemistry

• Art











This is Nonverbal Ability



This is Nonverbal Ability



This is Nonverbal Ability
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This is Nonverbal Ability

Texas Tech Pass Play
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This is Nonverbal Ability

How are 

you feeling 

today?
Nonverbal intelligence has been 

found to be statistically associated 

with … one’s ability to recognize 

emotions.

Albanese, Ottavia, Simona De Stasio, Carlo Di Chiacchio, Caterina 

Fiorilli, and Francisco Pons. "Emotional Comprehension: The Impact 

of Nonverbal Intelligence." Journal of Genetic Psychology. 171.2 

(2010): 101-115.



Because research shows that most interpersonal communication is 

nonverbal and not auditory, those with strong nonverbal ability can 

seem to have a sort of  “sixth sense” for interpersonal communication.  

They might quickly interpret and respond to visual cues from others 

such as gestures, facial expressions, posture, eye contact, and 

movement.

This ability offers those with high nonverbal ability THE POTENTIAL to 

be very empathic individuals, effective leaders, and skilled 

interpersonal communicators.
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This is 
Nonverbal 
Ability



This is Nonverbal Ability



This is Nonverbal Ability



This is Nonverbal Ability



This is Nonverbal Ability



This is NOT Nonverbal Ability

http://img.technospot.net/algebra-reference-sheet.png

The CogAT Nonverbal 

Score’s Correlation to 

Math Achievement:

.15
The CogAT Nonverbal 

Score’s Correlation to 

Reading Comprehension 

and Vocabulary 

Achievement:

.07
Source:  David Lohman, U. of Iowa, survey of 180,000 students.  Correlation between CogAT Quant and Math Achievement is  .5 and between Verbal and Reading is .63



http://jpetrie.myweb.uga.edu/einstein.html

“These thoughts did 

not come in any 

verbal formulation.  I 

rarely think in words 

at all.”

Do you personally reason 
through language, through 
images, or a combination?  
Which do you rely on?

http://jpetrie.myweb.uga.edu/einstein.html


Do More than 1/3 of Your Students Show 
Nonverbal Ability as a Strength?

• I bet they do!  Check for a historical record based on the three areas tested with 
CogAT.

Nonverbal Strength

Nonverbal

Other

43%





How would it feel to be able to fly?





Nonverbal tasks may involve concepts such as:

• Concrete or abstract ideas

Can you insert concrete 

statements that express 

the range of  abstract 

emotions and feelings 

expressed visually 

here?

Who is this person?

What situation is he in?

How do you know?



80% of  Elementary 

Curriculum is 

Language-based
--Michael Thompson, Ph.D. in It’s a Boy



What can we do?  

We can build context for readers.





What can we do? 

Draw it.

Cartoon it.

Picture it.



*Working memory  operates through 

two channels:

1.Sounds or Phonological Loops

2.Pictures or Visual-Spatial 

Sketchpad

*from Eric Jensen, Ph.D.—6/29/18 Symposium

I can’t quite 
picture that . . .

And working memory is 

a greater predictor of  

school-based success at 

age 5 than reading 

scores, motivation, a 

positive attitude, math 

scores, and IQ



Pairing pictures and writing and 
speaking “activates” several 
areas of the brain.

Mark Hess

Portable Gifted and Talented

Giftedlearners.org

portablegiftedandtalented@gmail.com 



“Reading is “flat line.”

--Linda Kreger Silverman

“I just can’t get a good 

picture in my head.”

--NV GT student

“They would no more 

dream of using a 

synonym than they would 

consider changing all the 

names of the pictures in 

an art gallery.”

--Linda Kreger Silverman



Cartooning

Notice how this student demonstrates depth of thinking through the use of multiple 
perspective, integrating and combining foreground and background, a sense of humor, and a 
clear understanding of gestures and facial expression.  This was drawn by an 8th grader.



Image from 
quora.com





What can we do?  

Graph it.



Nonverbal tasks involve skills such as: 
The ability to recognize visual sequences and remember 
them . . .

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Memory_(game).JPG
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Nonverbal tasks involve skills such as: Understanding the meaning of  

visual information and recognizing relationships between visual 

concepts . . .

Students can recognize concepts 
visually once they understand the 
meaning of them.  In this way, a chart 
can cue their understanding.  







What can we do? 

Visual Analogies



Nonverbal tasks involve skills such as: 

Performing visual analogies 

Quick Lesson:  have students draw a third animal or item that 

coincides with the analogy presented.  Explain the analogy 

through pictures, written language, or discussion. 



Change Words 
into Images



Change Images 
into Words





Change 
Numbers into 

Images



Change 
Concepts into 

Images



Higher Order Thinking Extension:

Connect these two.
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What can we do?  

Treat Images like Literature.



Treat Images like 
Literature

• Inferences
• Critical Thinking
• Themes
• Responses which Refer to Details in the 

Source
• Treat them as Nonfiction or Fiction
• Treat them as Poetry



Nonverbal tasks involve skills 

such as:  Recognition of  causal 

relationships in pictured 

situations. 

The photo on the right 
is a Pulitzer Prize 
winning photograph 
from Hurricane Katrina.  
Images often carry 
strong emotional 
weights.  Use images to 
open discussions with 
students and to 
summarize important 
understandings about 
literature, science, 
math, social studies, 
and the world in which 
we live.









And these causal relationships can reach to the 

metaphorical level:



Nonverbal intelligence is 

important because it enables 

students to analyze and solve 

complex problems without relying 

upon or being limited by language 

abilities. 

What areas in 

school rely the 

most on 

nonverbal 

intelligence?









What can we do?  

Build Stuff.



Hands-on Projects

• Slow down to speed up

• Think

• Process

• Absorb

Be a part of what 

your students 

experience.

Are they linear, or 

are they . . .



Hands-on Projects Value 

Creativity and 

Originality

…not so 

linear.  

☺





Using and Evaluating Student
Products to Show Understanding

Included in the FREE RESOURCES Handout



Change Words 
into Images



Change Images 
into Words
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Opportunity
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plants growing in 
a crack in the 
sidewalk
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

Add word here:
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Wishes

Insert picture here ….



What can we do?  

Don’t Write it More than Once.







One study installed a program on college students’ 

laptops that took a screen shot every 5 seconds

The study found that these college students switched 

tasks every 19 seconds and that

75% plus computer windows were open for less than 

one minute.

--iGen by Jean M. Twenge

Books are not fast enough.



Three ways to 

analyze a video:

• Video Analysis 

Tool

• Round Table 

with Icons

• Metaphors 

Tool





What if  Mozart were born in Mongolia?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Wolfgang-amadeus-mozart_1.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Renzulli’s Three 

Rings – Modified 

Model

Best 
Version of 
Self as 
Learner

Abilities



There is no such thing 

as an unmotivated 

student—only 

students in motivated 

states.

Think about it . . .

Eric Jensen, Colorado GT Symposium, June 29, 2018



Do we see an 

adversary, or do 

we see 

potential?

Is it an ability or 

an inability?



www.giftedlearners.org



www.piecesoflearning.org

• Understanding 
and Nurturing 
Nonverbally 
Gifted Learners





• Making Literacy 
Hands-on



• Zoom in On 
Metaphors for 
Critical 
Thinking



There is one group of  

students that appears to 

underachieve more than 

might be expected, namely 

gifted students (Kim, 2008; 

Reis & McCoach, 2002). 

Another group that is 

reported to underachieve are 

the visual-spatial learners 

(Gohm, Humphreys, & Yao, 

1998; Mann, 2005; Silverman, 

2005). 

As reported by The Relationship between Giftedness, Visual-spatial Learning and School Results Nelleke van der 
Giessen Universiteit Utrecht, 2017



Lawnmower Boy



Surely, 

THAT 

kid is 

not 

gifted!



Positive 

Relationships have 

an effect size of  

0.74 for Learning

Sapolsky, 2007, as shared by Erick Jensen, June 29, 2018, Colorado State Gifted Symposium



Join me for a Campfire Chat
See your TAGT schedule of events for details.



Contact:  

portablegiftedandtalented@gmail.com

www.giftedlearners.org

mailto:portablegiftedandtalented@gmail.com
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